Mill Valley Historical Society Newsletter
375 Throckmorton Avenue, Mill Valley, CA 94941

FALL 2017

Please join us for

The Mill Valley Historical Society’s 40th Annual
Members’ Meeting & Potluck Dinner
6 p.m., Thursday, October 19, 2017
Mill Valley Community Center
Dinner will be followed by the Membership Meeting at which new Directors will be elected. As always, the
Meeting and Dinner are held for our current paid membership, and we warmly welcome those who wish to
join at the door. Please see details for the evening on page 3, and be sure to RSVP by October 16.

Guest Speaker, Dick Spotswood

from buckboards to Uber:
horses, trains, hikers, autos, buses, taxis, bicycles and
even a saltwater pier
We are pleased to once again welcome Dick Spotswood, long
time Mill Valley resident and MVHS Board member. Dick is
a former City Council member and Mayor, and continues to
work as a journalist and an attorney. He has served with
many agencies and boards concerned with Bay Area transportation, as well as planning and conservation.
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MVHS to Elect New Board Members and Officers
This year’s Nominating Committee, comprised of Directors Eric Macris, Jerry Cahill, and Stella Perone,
is very pleased to have identified several new Director candidates who are accomplished in their professions, have years of Mill Valley experiences, and possess a keen interest in local history. Each will be a
great asset to MVHS.
The Nominating Committee respectfully submits and recommends approval by the Members of the Mill
Valley Historical Society the following slate of Directors for 2018.
Voting will occur at the Annual Meeting of the Members on October 19, 2017. One individual from each
membership address is entitled to vote as long as that person is physically present at the meeting.
The dates after the Directors’ names indicate the years their terms expire on December 31. Under the revised MVHS Bylaws, approved by the members at the 2015 Annual Meeting, all new Directors are
elected for a three year term and eligible to run for a second three year term. Nancy Glasenk and Charlie
Vogelheim have been nominated for their second terms.
Slate of Officers and Directors for 2018
President
Eric Macris, 2019
Vice President
Charlie Vogelheim, 2020
Treasurer
Nancy Glasenk, 2020
Secretary
Stella Perone, 2018
Jill Benton-Tardy, 2019
Jerry Cahill, 2018
Nancy Emerson, 2018
Betty Goerke, 2019
Trish Intemann, 2020
Corinne Purnell, 2018
Meg Rose, 2019
Debra Schwartz, 2019
Dick Spotswood, 2019
Bob Wright, 2020

Special Thank You
to our Departing Directors
Lora Good
Elected 2014
Walk into History 2014
Walk into History chair 2014-2017
History Room Docent 2014-present
Historical Photo Display, 2014-present
Bill Hoppin
Elected 2017

Biographies of new MVHS Board members who will be officially introduced at the annual dinner
Trish Intemann
Trish started life in Palestine where both of her parents
worked with the British civil services. During her childhood, the family lived in Ireland, England (where she attended boarding school), and Malaya, finally returning
“back home” to Ireland.
She began her nursing training in London. Working
through a placement agency, she “finally reached the USA
on 17 March 1965,” where she worked at Kaiser Hospital
in Oakland, Trish reports. She returned to London and
became a State Registered Nurse at St. Mary’s Hospital,
Paddington.
After living for a time in Australia, Trish headed for Hawaii. There, she took a job in a small shop at Waikiki.
While working there, she met employees of Trans International Airlines and decided to join them. She flew TIA out
of Oakland from 1968-1972, during which she met her
husband Joe, a pilot. Actually, she met him twice: first
while visiting a friend in Sausalito, and later in Laos where
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Trish was volunteering while on leave from TIA. (She
went to Laos to act as a midwife, but instead ended up
teaching English.)
Trish and Joe were married in 1972 and moved into their
home in Mill Valley while she was pregnant with her first
son Fergus. They have two more sons—Conor, born in
Ireland, and Patrick, born in Marin. Their sons graduated
from St.Ignatius and Marin Catholic.
They joined the Mill Valley Tennis Club in 1978. In
1985, Trish joined the Outdoor Art Club and at about the
same time MVHS. She began working in 2002 at the
Elizabeth Terwilliger Marsh as a nature guide and in 2012
at the Marine Mammal Center as an educational volunteer.
“I have enjoyed being a guide on MV historical walk
many times” says Trish.”We are lucky to live in such a
special place, with so much interesting history to study,
explore, and share. Thanks for considering me as a candidate for MVHS board member.” (Continued on page 3)
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Biographies of new MVHS Board members (continued)
Robert M. Wright
Originally from Indianapolis and a graduate of Indiana
University, Bob fled the Midwest and arrived on the left
coast in 1989. He moved from San Francisco to Mill Valley in 2000. He has two daughters who attended the Greenwood School, Park School, Old Mill, and Mill Valley Middle School. His older daughter graduated from Tamalpais
High and just left for the East Coast to attend Wesleyan
University. His younger daughter is a sophomore at Tam
High. He was a girls CYO basketball coach for five years.
Bob has a consulting strategy firm in SF, specializing in
marketing for business-to-business high tech firms. He has
the good fortune to work with executive teams that are on
the forefront of new technologies and bringing these ideas
to market. He has particular expertise facilitating executive team meetings and developing positioning stories that
turn geek-speak into messages that are compelling and understandable to ordinary people.

He is passionate about Mill Valley and has a particular
resonance with Mt. Tamalpais. Bob is a member of the Mt
Tam Task Force, a community oversight organization negotiating with the National Park Service concerning the
commercialization of Muir Woods. He is also a board
member of Muir Woods Community Park Association and
chairs the new member committee. Finally, Bob is on the
board of the Clanton Scholarship Fund in SF, awarding
scholarships to under-represented students to attend San
Francisco State University.
“I has always been interested in SF and Mill Valley history
and served as a docent in the History Room for several
years,” he writes. “I believe a connection to our history is
important to better understand who we are and provide important perspective for managing the ever-changing, evolving landscape of Mill Valley.”

New Membership Dues Scheduled Announced
At the July Board meeting, the Directors voted to make
some changes to the dues schedule for Mill Valley Historical Society.
General membership dues per household were raised from
$20 to $25. Senior membership will remain at $15.
The Board also voted to add additional special membership: Mt. Tamalpais membership remains at $50. The
new special memberships are as follows: Old Mill membership, $100; Chief Marin membership, $500; and Life
membership, $1,000. For these special memberships, any
amount above the General membership is tax deductible
under our status as a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.
Memberships paid on or after October 1, 2017, will be
good through December 31, 2018.
The new membership application information will be
online at mvhistory.org/membership after October 1. Payment may be made by credit card online or by printing an
application and mailing it to Mill Valley Historical Society, 375 Throckmorton Avenue, Mill Valley CA 94941.
Applications will also be available at the Annual Dinner
Meeting.

The 40th Annual
Members’ Meeting
& Potluck Dinner
Thursday, October 19, 2017
Mill Valley Community Center
Social Hour—6:00 pm
Dinner—6:45 pm
Member Meeting—7:30pm
Guest speaker—7:45 p.m.
We appreciate the following contributions :
A-H and R-Z: Main Dish, Side, or Salad;
I-Q: Dessert
Tableware & Beverages will be provided

Newsletter Staff: Editor, Corinne Purnell; Assistant Editors,
Nancy Emerson, Kurt Peterson, and Phil Rhodes; Contributors,
Dore Coller, Lora Good, Cate Mayfield, Stella Perone, Debra
Schwartz, and Al Young; Photos, Meg Rose, Independent Journal, and Dick Spotswood. Thanks to MVHS volunteers who
prepared the Newsletter for mailing.

E-mail RSVP by October 16
to info@mvhistory.org
or call (415) 388-1953
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First Wednesdays- 2017 Speaker Series
Once again MVHS has sponsored a full schedule of First Wednesday programs, representing a wide array of topics and
drawing record crowds. Thanks again for the cooperation of the Mill Valley Library staff and to all our speakers.
Steve McNamara - The Pacific Sun and the San Quentin News
Locke McCorkle and Al Young - Mill Valley Beat Poets and Authors
Fred Runner, with Dore Coller and his Millbillies (see page 5) - Crookedest Railroad in the World
Jenny Fulle, Ed Addeo, and Lee Hunt - Reflections on Making Little League History
John Geoghegan - Operation Storm, West Coast Sub Attacks During World War II
Lynn Ingram and Frances Malamud- Roam - Mega-floods & Mega-droughts: a Long-Term History
of Climate Change in California
Richard Torney - Marin County Railroad Tunnels
Chuck Oldenburg - The History of Camp Tamalpais
Yet to come: In November, historian Cameron Binkley will speak on Laura Lyon White. In December, Victoria Sweet,
medical historian, will speak on "How were the sick poor taken care of in the days before health insurance?”
BEATNIKS, BUDDHISTS, SUPERCUTS:
An Evening with Locke McCorkle and Al Young at the Mill Valley Historical Society, February 1, 2017
By Al Young
After kicking it around for two decades, Locke McCorkle
and I finally got around to documenting the heart-to-heart
talk we’d long promised each other. The timing was perfect. Thanks to Mill Valley Historical Society’s Debra
Schwartz and filmmaker Gary Yost, it’s now in the can –
as in can-can, as in yes-can-do, as in Cannes. That Locke
is also CEO of Supercuts tickles me. The poetry of life we
both love lets us laugh at how life comes.
Locke beats me in time by one generation. He married the
one-name psychic Simone, his fifth wife, whom I’d known
and adored for years. “I’ve been married for over 60
years,” he explains, “but not to the same person.” The stories this generous, selegant, white-haired, motorcycle
speed-driver shares have floored and intrigued me for
years. He recalls with pleasure his discovery of the American Academy of Asian Studies and how it opened up a
kind of life he’d never known was on the menu. Locke's
meeting and early friendship with Zen scholar-broadcaster
Alan Watts, writers Gary Snyder, Jack Kerouac, Neal
Cassidy, Allen Ginsberg, Philip Whalen and Robert
Creeley stand out.
It was the early 1950’s in sleepy Mill Valley, where it cost
Locke, a UC Berkeley grad school college drop-out, “$25 a
month for two houses on two acres on a five-year lease.”
There, one bridge away from San Francisco, he became a
skilled, in-demand carpenter who built for others, and
raised a family or two. “I never did become a Buddhist,” he
says. "I never belonged to anything.” Still, that sweeping
experience changed his life. Now he was a true Dharma
Bum.
What a delight it was to speak with Locke in real-time before a packed audience that included devoted family, his
friends and former neighbors. This was once how we all got

our history; directly from elders, face to face. If hi-tech
communications has slowed down or dulled this timeless, hands-on approach, it has also deleted borders and
knocked down walls. When Locke McCorkle, someone
who was there, tells us that Jack Kerouac was the only
one his then-wife Valerie trusted to babysit their children
because “when he wasn’t drinking, Jack was just as
sweet as could be,” we can only shake our smiling
heads. No Ph.D or poot-butt pundits could ever have
guessed. Now we know.
Already Locke McCorckle’s and my spontaneous on-thespot story-swap has outlasted our February 2017 night at
Mill Valley Library. May this offering warm and cheer
beating hearts that care.


Al Young is California’s ex-Poet Laureate,
Distinguished Professor, MFA in Writing Program,
California College of the Arts
See video at https://vimeo.com/202559435
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MVHS Joins the Mill Valley Memorial Day Parade
"The Old Railroad Grade" ©2016 Dore Coller
Way out in California, just above the Golden Gate,
There used to be a railroad with the best view in the state,
From the snow capped peaks to the ocean, the horizon did unfurl
On the crookedest little railroad in the world.
Hop on at the Old Mill Depot, swaying as she swerves,
Straight up Blithedale Canyon, around the Horseshoe Curve,
Winding through the redwood forest, you could see from near
to far,
At the top of the world, you know just where you are.
Chorus:
Riding on the mountain, your troubles start to fade,
Flying through the redwoods, on that Railroad Grade.
C'mon darling, we got it made in the shade
Let’s head up the mountain, on that Railroad Grade.
You run up through the double bow knot, parallel five times,
When you get to the West Point Inn, you can change to two
more lines
The ocean spur to Willow Camp, you can run out on the beach
Any way you go, a good time’s within reach

Our float passes Old Mill Park . . .
. . . with Dore Coller and the Millbillies on board.

At the top was the old Tam Tavern, just below East Peak,
You could sneak up for a quick one in the middle of the week
Have a drink or two and enjoy the view, didn’t have to
travel far.
Then coast back down in the gravity car.
Chorus
The year was 1900, on a day that was pretty clear,
There was a terrible train wreck that killed the engineer,
It was halfway up the mountain before milepost #5
He hit the brakes but he didn’t come out alive.
His name was Ernest Thomas, running Engine #2
Some grease built up upon the tracks, there was nothing he
could do.
The engine crashed way down the slope, twas such an awful scene.
He lost his life in a blast of steam.
Chorus
Now all these long years later, when so much time has passed,
The railroad is a trail road, people loving it to the last
There’s hikers and there’s bikers, still want to spend the day,
Riding up and down the good Old Railroad Grade.
View video at https://vimeo.com/191364779

Published on Nov 14, 2016
A celebration of the Mt. Tamalpais & Muir Woods Railway
Dore Coller, guitar & vocals, Dan Large, mandolin & vocals, Steve Kallai, fiddle and
vocals, Gary Kaye, banjo, Larry Karlin, bass & vocals, written by Dore Coller and
recorded at STR Studio L in Mill Valley, video by Gary Yost for the Mill Valley Historical Society. Special thanks to Debra Schwartz (and to Thomas Edison for the historical footage)

Thanks to Meg Rose for organizing this event.

Historical Photograph Displays
In keeping with the celebration of the Mill Valley Film Festival’s 40th Anniversary, a selected group of photographs will
be on display in the Mill Valley Library’s downstairs gallery throughout the month of October. The photos were chosen
from the collection curated by Library staff and History Room docents during the past summer. (See page 6.)
Beginning November 1, the next photography exhibit from the History Room will be presented. Counter Culture will
display Mill Valley from the time of JFK’s assassination up to Nixon’s resignation. The politics of this time will be examined, comparing the younger and older generations, as well as the civil and women’s rights movements. This exhibition
will also view the changing art and music scene specific to this area, as well as changes in environmental concerns.
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Volunteer in the Spotlight: Betty Goerke
Betty Goerke was raised in Evanston, Illinois, the daughter of Ralph and Anne
Robertson Bagby. Both of her parents were interested in family history and had
done research showing that their ancestors arrived in North America during the
1600s. Betty and her brothers were introduced to both the family history and ancient
history at early ages. She studied classical Greek history and archeology at Radcliffe
and continued to study history during her graduate years at Northwestern.
Most people in Mill Valley and the rest of Marin know Betty as a scholar of Native
American history and culture. She has taught anthropology and archeology at College of Marin since 1972 and is well known for her book, Chief Marin, published in
2007. During her research for the book, she examined old records that pointed to the
location of the village where Chief Marin was born. In 2009, Betty organized the
dedication of a plaque at the site of the village at Locust Avenue, a project sponsored
by MVHS.
Betty and her husband Jon (they met while in college) first arrived in the Bay Area in 1954, when she had a teaching job
at Katherine Branson (now Branson School) and he was doing an internship in cardiology and physiology at UCSF. In
1956, Jon’s medical career took them first to Germany, where their two older children were born, and then to Boston
where the third was born.
They returned to the Bay Area and settled in Mill Valley in 1962. While her children were younger, Betty volunteered at
Park School teaching 4th and 5th graders archeology. She also helped establish library and reading programs at Manzanita
School in Marin City. And more recently, she taught 3rd graders in Mill Valley schools about Coast Miwok Indians. She
is currently working to re-establish that program with a group of 3rd grade teachers.
In addition to her study of Native Americans, Betty has had extensive experience in the fields of anthropology and archeology. She studied in Athens, searched for stone tools in the Valley of the Kings in Egypt, worked in India, and with anthropologist Richard Leakey in Kenya. She has also had the opportunity to crawl through caves in Lascaux, France, to
view the Paleolithic--20,000 year old--painting. And she paid a visit to the 5,300-year-old Iceman discovered in the
Tyrolean Alps in 1991.
Betty has been a member of the MVHS Board of Directors since 2009. She was Vice President from 2010 to 2014. In
2015 she took charge of the installation of a new plaque marking the site of the John Reed adobe at LaGoma Street and
Locke Lane.
Her father is the subject of Betty’s current book, featuring his participation in the 1919 transcontinental biplane air race.
Of the 60 participants, he was one of only 10 to complete the race.
News from the Lucretia Little History Room
It’s been a busy fall in the Lucretia Little History Room. Here is a roundup of events from Librarian Cate Mayfield.
Building History in 3D
On September 25th, the Library launched an innovative new program that combines 3D modeling/printing, virtual reality,
and Mill Valley history. “Building History in 3D” is an internship program in which high school students will collaborate
in groups and use local history research and SketchUp 3D modeling software to recreate Mill Valley buildings, such as
today’s Depot or Equator Coffee, as they were in the past. Each group will choose a Mill Valley building and participate
in a series of hands-on tech classes to complete their 3D models. Students will print out their models with a 3D printer at
the Library and see their models rendered in TimeWalk Mill Valley, a historical virtual world.
In the spring of 2017 the Mill Valley Library received grant funding through the California State Library's Pitch an Idea
program to develop this program. The Library first partnered with TimeWalk developer Ted Barnett, a former History
Room docent, in 2015. Docents provided research support as Barnett began building a historical virtual world of Mill
Valley. The Library is thrilled to involve high school students in the project and provide an opportunity for students to
learn new tech skills, gain experience working with historical materials, and help showcase local history to the community and beyond.
Mill Valley Film Festival Collection
In celebration of the Mill Valley Film Festival’s (MVFF) 40th anniversary, the Library has collaborated with the California Film Institute (CFI) to curate a collection of historical photographs and archival material from the MVFF. The
(Continued on page 7)
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2017 WALK INTO HISTORY—MEET YOU AT THE CLOCK

Once again the 40th Annual Walk guides stepped up their game by
honoring our Volunteer Firefighters, the Outdoor Art Club Ladies,
and other good people and good deeds. The Walk, our biggest event
of the year, drew a large number of participants and was a financial
success as well.
We were very happy to have cooler weather May 28th as the walks
took two hours. Fortunately, the Canepa family at Mill Valley Market, Helen Russell at Equator Coffee, and Jessica and Rebecca Nance
from Sprouted Heart were gracious in providing snacks, coffee, and
Superfood Granola Bars along the way to keep energy constant.
We began the tour at the Outdoor Art Club where we highlighted the
life of Laura Lyon White. We then crossed the street to El Paseo and
talked about Edna Foster’s dream to renovate the property in the
1940s and how Gus Costigan carried it out. During a quick stroll
down Sunnyside, we shared the history of the Thoney and Bagshaw
houses.
Courtesy Lucretia Little History Room , Mill Valley Public Library, MVN0356
At Sunnyside and Miller Avenue, we discussed the Mosaic Wheel at the bus stop by artist Alphonso Pardinas. In addition to the mosaic, we observed other scenes of creativity including the work of Alyn Stretter, Jules Meersfelder, and Zio
Ziegler.
Next stop was Ravencourt along with the Talkington Stairs, where we discussed history of the Steps, Lanes, and Paths
project. We strolled to the corner of Miller Avenue to reenergized with Equator coffee and snacks.
Then it was on to the Hub Theater, also known as 142 Throckmorton. Special thanks to Lucy Mercer for opening up the
doors for our visit. Next, up to Lovell Avenue to check on the Carnegie Library, which is now a residence. Then back
down Bernard Street right to the center of Mill Valley.
One of the themes of the Walk was immigration. The Portuguese population is well documented. Mill Valley also had a
small Japanese population who were interned and lost their land rights due to World War II.
We deeply appreciate the Mill Valley Volunteer Firemen for opening up the firehouse and their contributions to the history of Mill Valley. Our tour ended at the clock tower at Throckmorton and Miller that honors Volunteer Firemen and
their bravery during the 1929 fire.
2017 Walk volunteers
Lora Good, Walk Chair
Ed Addeo
Jovita Addeo
Tim Amyx
Steffen Bartschat
Jerry Cahill
Claudia Chittenden
Nancy Emerson

Robin Fisher
Barbara Ford
Dorothy Friedlander
Nancy Glasenk
Betty Goerke
Trish Intemann
Joyce Johnston
Pam Keon

Joyce Kleiner
Eric Macris
Cate Mayfield
Chuck Oldenburg
Stella Perone
Kurt Peterson
Corinne Purnell
Phil Rhodes

Meg Rose
Fred Runner
Trubee Schock
Debra Schwartz
Charlie Vogelheim
Chris Vogelheim
Greg Werner
Bob Wright

History Room (Continued from page 6)
MVFF collection at the Library includes more than 600 photographs highlighting a selection of MVFF screenings and
events, MVFF theaters, and individuals who have played roles in developing the MVFF. Photographs and other materials can be found online at millvalleylibrary.org/mvff. The collaboration with the CFI greatly increases the amount of
MVFF photographs and research material available at the Library and accessible to the public, making it easier for people to discover and explore the history of the MVFF.
New Oral Histories
Among some of the newest oral histories to be featured online from the Mill Valley Oral History Program, a collaboration between the Mill Valley Library and Mill Valley Historical Society, are the following:
Musician, Austin de Lone; Little League trailblazer, Jenny Fulle; League of Women Voters of Marin County leading
figure, Anne Layzer; Buddhist scholar and longtime Mill Valley resident, Catherine Shaw; and Cushing/Eldridge family
descendant and historian, Tim Wood.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Thanks to the following 2017 Donors, including Mt. Tamalpais members
Saralyn Almada
Julia Althoff
Joe & Gail Angiulo
Katie Beaock
Suzanne Bettinger
Gladys A. & Stephen H. Blose
Anne Bonaparte & Judd Williams
Joe & Connie Breeze
Ken and Jackie Broad Family Fund
Jerry Cahill & Kathy King
David & Pam Canepa
Ricardo & Lisa Capretta
David Chittenden
Robert & Emily Clemons
Susan Cluff & Neil Rudolph
Beverly Coughlin
Matthew Cramer
Jane Czech
Bret Davenport
Jim & Barbara Derich
Zack & Thais Derich
William & Sarah Devlin
Christina deZafra
Dan & Rachel DiPaola
Annual Dipsea Race
Scott & Cara Douglass
Kenneth Drexler
Nancy Emerson & Steve Quarles

Richard & Diane Evans
Seth & Alison Ferguson
Mark & Tracy Ferron
Robert Fesler
Dennis & Pam Fisco
Florence Garvie & Ann Murray
Barbara Gately
Nancy Glasenk
LeAnn & Al Glass
Jon & Betty Goerke
Lora Good
Gary Grande
Gordon & Gini Griffin
Howard & Margot Harker
Tracy & Brian Haughton
Robert & Rebecca Henn
Barbara & Jonathan Jacobs
Karen Jemstedt
Michael Jennings
Kate & Reed Kellman
Dan Kelly
Katherine Kentfield
Kate Kessner
Russ & Marilyn Kiernan
Harriet & Tom Kostic
Stephanie & Larry Krames
Sharon Kramlich
Hilary Kretchmer

William W. Lary
Anne Layzer
Anna Lazzarini
Warren Leiden & Tiana Wimmer
Warren & Barbara Levinson
Barbara Lombardi
Steve & Bette Lombardi Jr.
Carolyn & Bruce Lowenthal
Paulette Lueke & Robert McCully
Eric Macris
Kendal Malugani Savelli
Ivan & Lydia Maroevich
Bill Mason
Matt & Jan Mathews
William & Diane Mayers
James & Eileen McGowan
Steve & Kay McNamara
William Migely & Debra Schwartz
Jane Miller
Barbara Morgan
Roger & Stephanie Moulton-Peters
Michael Moyle
Ann Murphy
Harald & Janet Oyen
Amy Palmer
Douglas & Elke Paul
Eileen & Phil Perkins
Stella Perone

Kurt & Catherine Peterson
Helen & Joseph Pickering
Corinne Purnell
Roland & Margaret Purnell
Philip Rhodes
Barbara & Bill Rich
Tom & Jill Sampson
Skip Sandberg
Linda & Doug Scherf
Dr. & Mrs. Richard Schlobohm
Robert Schultz
Anne B. Solem
Tam Reunion '66
Jill Tardy
Alan & Ruby Unger
Charlie & Chris Vogelheim
Robert & Diane Wagner
Kellie Wardman
Gregory & Christina Werner
Dennis & Sonia Williams
Eleanor Wood
Daniel Woodhead, III
Bob Wright
Bill & Diane Zuendt
In-kind donors
Equator Coffee
Mill Valley Market
Sprouted Heart

