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To the Guides
Thanks to the efforts of many volunteers working throughout the
year the Mill Valley Historical Society is fortunate to present the
39th annual Walk Into History.
Particular appreciation goes to our Guides, the special volunteers
who provide each participant an interesting, informative, enjoyable
and safe experience. Several guides have been leading these walks
for many years. The fact that they continue to volunteer to be guides
is an indication of their enjoyment and commitment.
If this is your first year as a guide, we welcome you and hope you
will find as much pleasure in learning and sharing the history of
Mill Valley as the “old timers” do.
Your success and satisfaction require a commitment of time, energy
and preparation, which will result in your effective leadership and
presentation of historical information.

Guidebook Editor: Lora Good
Guide Leaders: Debra Schwartz & Stella Perone
Special thanks to our guidebook team: Joyce Kleiner, Betty Goerke, Phil Rhodes, Nav
Khalsa, Bill Stock, Meg Rose, Stella Perone, Barbara Ford, Mary Osborne, Greg Werner, Ed
Addeo, Debra Schwartz, Joe Breeze
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TIPS FOR GUIDES
Preparation for the Walk
1. Read the guidebook several times. Repetition will increase your familiarity and comfort.
2. Practice the walk several times. Each guide is required to go on two practice walks that
are conducted by a guide trainer. You should also do one or more practice walks with a
friend who can give you feedback on your presentation.
3. Use the Guidebook as your resource, not your script. There is more information than you
will be able to cover. Choose the information that is most interesting then tell the story.
Strive for the group’s participation at each stop. Make this a fun experience.
Guides have enjoyed leading the annual History Walk for over three decades. Good luck,
have fun and enjoy the experience of leading a group of participants interested in the
history of Mill Valley.

Day of the Walk
1. Store the number for the Mill Valley Fire Department in your phone. Call them first in any
emergency; then call the Walk Chair.

Fire Dept. on Corte Madera Ave.: (415) 389‐4130
Loral: (415) 717‐4825
Stella: (415) 259‐8326
Debra: (415) 279‐1280
2. Ask your group members to let you know if they leave before the end of the Walk.
3. Your group members may be more likely to stroll than walk. Maintain a comfortable pace,
while remembering the need to stay within the time frame.
4. Bear in mind that your descriptions and explanations may be longer or shorter depending
on the questions and comments your group participants have.
5. Keep your group together, speeding up and slowing down to avoid the groups ahead and
behind you.
6. Keep your group on the sidewalk whenever possible, and always use crosswalks.
7. At each stop, face the group with your back to what you are describing.
8. Make eye contact.
9. Don’t forget to smile, your enthusiasm is contagious.
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Sunnyside Tract: East Blithedale in foreground. Hill Street running back towards Buena Vista. C. 1902

Basic History for 2016 Walk
Shortly after the 1890 auction, various tracts of land were developed in the area
covered by this year’s Walk into History. It is important to note that much the
land that is included in the current walk was not part the auction. Most of the
auctioned auction land was located west of Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio.
In 1893, three years after the auction, Jacob Gardner ‐ a former employee of
Samuel Throckmorton ‐ purchased land from Susanna Throckmorton, the
daughter of Samuel Throckmorton. Gardner developed this property into the
Gardner tract, which includes Oakdale and Hillside Avenues. Mr. Gardner gave
each of his three daughters a lot in this subdivision as wedding gifts.
An interesting feature of this tract was the many stairways and footpaths that
lead to areas below Hillside, primarily to Oakdale. Many these paths are still in
use. While they are not part the current walk, they can make for interesting
loops around the area.
John Burt, son‐in‐law of Jacob Gardner, was superintendent the North Coast
Water Company. He purchased 3 ½ acres of ranch land from Mrs. Stetson, who
was a descendent Dr. John Cushing, the man who founded the Blithedale Hotel.
John Burt subdivided this land into 24 fifty‐foot lots and called it Sunny Heights
Addition. Following his success with this development, Burt purchased an
additional 43 acres from Mrs. Stetson and subdivided 20 acres of that land into
what he named Bolsa Valley Tract #1. The Bolsa Valley development is not part
the walk but it is uphill and adjoins the Gardner Tract. It runs from Oakdale to
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Hillside.
Following the Bolsa Valley success, Burt purchased from Hugh Boyle an additional
11‐½ acres adjoining Bolsa Valley Tract #1.
Burt then developed a portion this as Bolsa Valley Tract #2. The remaining 21
acres he sold in one piece.
Burt was advised and encouraged by Mr. Newlands who was President the North
Coast Water Company. Newlands had gained considerable experience in real estate
development through his own development of the Tamalpais Park tract. John Burt
later went on to become the general manager the Marin Municipal Water District, a
position he held from 1916 until his retirement in 1935.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

INTRO
Today’s walk takes us through a section of town once populated by local
merchants, teachers, ferry and railroad workers, blue collar workers and
professionals, transplants from the 1906 SF earthquake and fire, and outdoor
enthusiasts. Today’s smooth roads and tidy neighborhoods have replaced
the open fields and muddy rutted streets once so common to this area.
However, love of home and community continue to be a unifying theme for all
people living in Mill Valley from its earliest days to now.
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Stop 1: Walk out side gate to front of Outdoor Garden Club
1 Throckmorton
The Eveready Building occupies the southwest corner of E. Blithedale. It fronts on
Throckmorton, E. Blithedale, Sunnyside Avenue, and includes everything east of the
El Paseo except Bungalow 44.
In 1918 and 1919, this structure was the Mill Valley Garage, followed by the
Eveready Garage. During the 1920s and 1930s, this building housed a Buick
dealership. Between 1955 and 1962, Felton Volkswagen occupied the sites.

Stop 2: Crosswalk to opposite sidewalk, stop in front of Spot PetCare&
Milvali Hair Salon
TRIVIA: Note metal holes on right side of sidewalk for flags that were once displayed
in town.
9 E. Blithedale ‐ Village Music
The son of a doctor, John Goddard grew up in Mill Valley, attending Park School,
Edna McGuire, Alto School and Marin Catholic High.
John Goddard went to work for Village Music when it was a mom‐and‐pop music
store in the Sequoia Theater building. (It moved to 9 East Blithedale Ave. in 1961.)
In 1968, John dropped out of college at the same time Village Music's owner, Sarah
Wilcox, decided to retire. Sarah Wilcox was in the process of selling the business to a
retired sheet music salesman, but he dropped dead of a heart attack on the way to
sign the papers. Goddard stepped in as manager eventually buying the business in
February 1968, transforming it into a destination for collectors of vintage vinyl
records.
The list of stars who visited Village Music is a virtual who's who of American roots
music, filling a page and a half on Goddard's Web site. Many showed their
appreciation for John and what his store meant to the music world by performing at
his anniversary and birthday shows at the Sweetwater. Performers such as Jerry
Garcia, John Lee Hooker, Robert Cray, Albert Collins, Carlos Santana and other greats.
John Goddard closed Village Music in 2007, citing a rent increase, the economic shifts
in the music industry which resulted in less baby boomers buying vinyl records, and
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because he just wasn't having fun anymore. His purple vintage Chevrolet with the
FOR SALE sign is frequently seen parked in the neighborhood.

Stop 3: Left after Coldwell Banker into parking lot
27 E. Blithedale (white framed house behind Coldwell Banker) (optional)
The white frame house at the rear of Coldwell Banker belonged to the operator of the
Mill Valley Garage in the Eveready Building. The Eveready building got its name from
a sign advertizing Eveready batteries that was posted at the entrance of the garage.
There used to be a flower garden all the way to Blithedale, before the commercial
building was built.
Ellis Anderson, a well‐known local swing bandleader in the 1930s, grew up in the
house.
During the 1930s the home was converted into the Marigold Dress Shop owned by
Marion Lewis and operated by Mrs. William Muller.
44 E. Blithedale (Bungalow 44)
Prior to 1947 there was a small house on the corner of Sunnyside owned by the
barber from the Keystone Building on Lytton Square. In 1947 the house was
moved to the back of the property and fronted on Sunnyside. The Flying A Service
Station was built on the corner and operated until 1957. At that time the house was
torn down and the service station expanded to include the whole property.
There were 4 gas stations located in this immediate area in 1920s. The Super
Service Station (Chevron) at 103 East Blithedale, a Shell Station at the corner of
East Blithedale and Sunnyside, a Mobil Station at Buena Vista & East Blithedale,
and the Flying A Station located across the street from the Shell Station at corner of
Sunnyside and East Blithedale.

Stop 4: Walk behind old Post Office and circle around to front steps
55 Sunnyside (Old Post Office)
The original Mill Valley Post Office was opened in 1890. Over time it has occupied
various buildings around town. Early sites include the Wheeler Martin grocery
(Vasco Restaurant) and in the Wells Fargo building and at Lynton Square.
In 1940, the Federal Government bought this site to construct the new post office.
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There were three houses on the land at the time. Two were moved to
other sites (34 Mountain View and 9 Grove) and one was demolished
because no one wanted to buy it.
The new post office was designed in the Spanish Mission Revival‐style.
It opened during the 1941 holiday season.
The new Post Office building cost ~$95,000 to construct.
During WW2 female carriers supplemented what had been a largely male dominated
force.
By the 1970s this building was inadequate to process all the mail and other
buildings near it were annexed to serve its expanding needs.
In 1982 a new post office on Lomita replaced this one.
Trivia: Right after Pearl Harbor, there was an emergency hospital set up in the
basement of the Post Office as a casualty station as well as a place to take shelter.
There were several beds set up and various life‐sustaining supplies were stored
there. The basement was thought of by people in town as the “safest place in Mill
Valley” if there was ever a bombing or some other enemy attack.

64 E. Blithedale (Westamerica Bank) (optional)
Before 1908 the Costa Family operated a dairy on Miller Ave. The Costa Dairy, Wood,
Coal & Ice Co. opened on this site in 1908 and remained there until the 1930s when
the building was torn down to build a Safeway store on the property.
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After Safeway moved to its present site near Tamalpais High School, the building
housed two grocery stores in succession. The last grocery store was called the Golden
Valley Market before the building was remodeled into the Bank of Marin, and now
Westamerica Bank (around 1980).
Sunnyside Tract

Photo c 1898

Photo 1908
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Now we enter the Sunnyside Tract. This area is bounded by Boyle land, Buena
Vista Ave., and Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio (ACM).
In 1901, San Francisco real estate developers Lyon & Hoag bought the 46 acres from
relatives of the late Ebenezer Wormouth. (Wormouth had squatted on the land in
the 1850s and filed for a homestead. Much litigation followed regarding this
parcel.) The land was re‐fenced and surveyed and streets and water lines were laid
out. About 180 building lots were created, most of them 50 x 125 ft. The streets
were named after their attributes: Buena Vista, Sunnyside, Mountain View, Dell, Hill,
Grove, and Millwood.
The area was advertised as adjoining the railroad station, since every part of it was
within a few minutes’ walk to the station. To quote from early promotional
materials, “The charming drives and walks through the redwoods, the enchanting
views, equable climate and its accessibility, make Mill Valley, and particularly this
portion it—The Sunnyside Addition—a most desirable place to live the year around. “In
1902, sales began in the Sunnyside Tract. Lots ranged from $300‐$750. Lots in The
Grove (between Forrest and Sunnyside from the railroad track to Blithedale), and
those on Buena Vista, were priced higher than the rest.
The Catholic Church conducted a fundraiser in 1903, selling for $1 each, chances to
win a $500 Sunnyside Tract lot. The lot had apparently been donated by Carmelita
Boyle. Although many of the lots were sold, it wasn’t until after World War II that
many homes were built. This was true in most of Mill Valley.

Jagtown

Photo of The Louvre (1895)
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In 1890, the directors of The Tamalpais Land and Water Company were determined
to make Mill Valley free of saloons. The deed for every parcel sold came with a clause
that prohibited the owners to “...suffer, allow, or permit any person or persons to
manufacture, sell exchange, barter, deliver or give away thereon any spirituous or malt
intoxicating liquors or wine...”
No topic aroused more passion than the liquor issue.
In 1893, a loophole became apparent and saloons opened outside the town limits on
East Blithedale between Hill Street and Dell Street. The district earned the epithet
“Jagtown” or “Jagville”, “jag” being a term for intoxication.
Over 100 years ago, Jagtown was the hard‐living part of Mill Valley, California.
TRIVIA: By 1900, 10% of immigrants coming into SF were of German origin. The
2nd largest group of immigrants entering S.F., was Irish, at 4.8%.

Stop 5:
61 Sunnyside
Jimmy Quinn, a town character, lived here from 1929‐1975.
Jimmy Quinn operated a speakeasy, where
the Mill Valley Market’s delicatessen and
wine shop entrance is today (12 Corte
Madera Avenue, at the corner of
Throckmorton). In 1929, he opened an ice
cream shop there (as a front for his store),
and after Prohibition, converted it to a
tavern called Meet the Quinns, soon
shorthanded to just “Quinn’s.” He was
known to only serve those he liked, and to
throw out anyone else.
Quinn closed the tavern after serving his traditional corned beef and cabbage on St.
Patrick’s Day, 1975. He is rumored to have drunk 1 quart of whiskey/day. The Mill
Valley police and firemen frequented Quinn’s.
Locals who drank here tell stories of leaving Quinn’s drunk and being helped to their
cars by police officers.
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Stop 6:
83 Sunnyside
Otto Frese built this house in the early 1930s. Otto was 6’6”, so all doorways were
made extra high. Otto and his parents were Mill Valley pioneers.
They were recorded in the Mill Valley 1900 census and Otto’s father appears in the
1898 Eastland/Mill Valley voter list. Otto’s parents lived in a home that has been
incorporated into the Mill Valley Inn (165 Throckmorton Avenue.)
Otto’s son, First Lieutenant William Frese, went missing when his bomber, flying
from Italy to Rumania, was shot down over Bulgaria.
Ghost stories are told about this house.
In the 1970s the Woodbury Family, including two small children, lived here. Early on,
Christine Woodbury felt like someone was following her and she felt cold.
When Christine mentioned it to the owner, the owner said, “There are spirits.
Christine Woodbury said “they did things like lifting pot lids on the stove as if
smelling what was cooking”. When painters were redoing the interior for the
Woodburys, they kept hearing footsteps in empty rooms. One time, all the upstairs
room’s doors slammed shut, although there were no open windows to create a draft.
Twice their four‐year‐old son described seeing “a man with funny hair who looks
like a shadow.”

Stop 7:
86 Sunnyside
86 Sunnyside was built in 1907. This house is typical of houses of that era.
The living room and dining room have the original solid redwood paneling and a
glass paneled pocket door in between. The left side porch has been enclosed, but
otherwise the outside is largely unchanged.
The Aitchison family lived in San Francisco but also had a vacation cabin in Mill
Valley. They liked Mill Valley, so when their San Francisco house was destroyed in
the 1906 earthquake, they moved to Mill Valley, permanently.
TRIVIA: After the 1906 earthquake Mill Valley’s population increased by ~ 1,000
people.
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87 Sunnyside
Built in the late 1920 by Arthur Anderson for Carl Wilson. We believe he was a
captain for the ocean carrier company American President Lines.
In 1932, Annie Groll bought the house for herself and her two daughters, Margaret
and Helen. They operated the White Mill Ice Cream Parlor. White Mill is identified as
having been where the Mill Valley Market’s deli and wine department is today.
(There were three businesses in today’s Mill Valley Market spot‐ The Market, Quinn’s,
and the White Mill.)
TRIVIA: According to the owner, John Cipollina, the lead guitarist and founder of
the Quicksilver Messenger Service, lived in the basement at one time.

Stop 8:
95 Sunnyside
Built c. 1920 by Capt. Hanson, a captain for the Sausalito to San Francisco ferry boat.
Ferries were a main source of transportation in 1920. Ferry service was
phenomenal with service running day and night, sixty trips daily in each direction.
The ferry Eureka, was the largest ferry in the world, carrying up to 4,000 passengers
Charlie Guptill and his wife owned this house from 1946 to 1982. Charlie was a
bartender at Quinn’s before WWII. During the war he worked at the Marin shipyard,
and afterward he was a custodian for the Mill Valley schools.

99 Sunnyside looking down toward East Blithedale
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99 Sunnyside
This house was built c. 1907. It was originally brown‐shingled house.
Mary and John Pop Jones lived here from 1907‐1929. Pop was mayor of Mill Valley
from 1914 to 1916. He was a tailor and operated his tailor shop at what is now 76
Throckmorton. (the building that once housed Strawbridges, and now houses
Sopia’s Jewelery, Peets and Famous4)
In the early1930s, George and Lulu Westleder owned the house.
George operated a Mill Valley gas station at E. Blithedale and Hill Street with four
islands, each pumping a different brand of gasoline. He also owned a car dealership
on Throckmorton, just down from what is now El Paseo.

(Standing near 99 Sunnyside is Stan Aitchison with his Iver Johnson bike (c. 1915) with flipped up
handlebars.) Stan was actually raised at 86 Sunnyside but moved to 94 Sunnyside with his wife. As the
family expanded, they moved again, this time to 115 Sunnyside.)

TRIVIA: Because so many Mill Valley teachers (one being Blanch Jackson who
taught at Park School for 33 years) lived on this street in the 1950s, this part of town
came to be known as “TEACHER ROW”. Could any teacher afford to live here now?
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Stop 9:
102 Sunnyside
This house was built 1902.
In 1918 Jacob and Anna Uhrig bought this house for $3,750 and lived in it for 60 years.
Jacob Uhrig, born in Worms, Germany in 1888, came to the US in 1913 to marry
Anna, who was from Petaluma. (They’d met and fallen in love while Anna was
visiting her grandparents in Germany.)
Jacob, or “Jake,” was a manager at the Folgers Coffee Company in San Francisco. He
was also secretary for the Mill Valley Freemasons (Masons) for 75 years with a home
office, which he made in the basement of the house off the back garden. There was a
constant stream of Masons coming to visit Jake and get his advice. He walked a lot
around Mill Valley and Mount Tamalpais.
When Jake and Anna moved to their house in 1918, there were many vacant lots
on Sunnyside and no houses beyond Dell Lane.
Around 1918 there was a little dairy ranch beyond the east end Sunnyside,
ending at Dell Lane that was operated by the Assisi Family.
SEE MAP: Note that Sunnyside and Mountain View both dead‐ended at Dell Lane.
Lyon & Hoag built big wide streets. If you notice, Mountain View ‐ which we are
not walking on today ‐ is narrow on the far side of Dell Lane.
When Jake bought his first auto in 1921, Sunnyside was still a dirt road and very
muddy and rutted in winter, so he stored his car at the Shell Station at E. Blithedale
and Sunnyside so he wouldn’t have to drive on Sunnyside.
There was a twin to this house, now remodeled and located at Hillside and
Bigelow.

Stop 10:

111 Sunnyside

Clifford and Anna Spinney built this house about 1939 and lived here until the late
1950s. Clifford was an engineer on the Northwestern Pacific trains. Clifford was in
charge of Mill Valley’s last Northwestern Pacific passenger train run the 1940s. Af
and then granted Greyhound bus service the ceremonial OK to take over passenger
service with buses.
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Stop 11:
122 Sunnyside
John (Jack) Varney (owner if Varney’s hardware) built this house at 122 Sunnyside in
1935 and lived here until September 1942.
Varney then sold the property to Mabel and Roy Read. Roy died in September of
1958.
The Barbour family purchased this house in 1965.
Mrs. Read told the Barbour family that her husband Roy had been bed ridden and
grief stricken since the loss of his son during WW2, and that Roy was haunting the
house!
Roy continued to haunt the house for a number of years. He would hide the tools in
the basement or rearrange them until the Barbour’s were finally so annoyed they
asked Roy to move on. But he needed convincing. The family now accustomed to
talking to him out loud regularly encouraged Roy to move along, and eventually after
4 or 5 years, the Barbour family felt that he finally had. Daughter Christie still lives in
the house, and she says about the haunting… “As much as Roy was an annoyance and
a constant source of frustration, especially for my father, we also enjoyed having him
here and it’s an honor to be respecting him today by sharing about our cohabitation.”
Christie’s mother, Janet Barbour, was very outgoing and loved talking to people. She
also loved a poem by Sam Walter Foss. She wanted the last stanza of the poem
painted on a plaque to be put on the gate on Dell Lane. Daughter, Christie painted it
for her for her birthday one year. After Janet died in 2010, the wood cracked and the
poem fell. Christie has replaced it for all those who walk Dell Lane to enjoy once
again.
“Let me live in my house by the side of the
road, where the race of men go by.
They are good, they are bad, they are weak, they are
strong, Wise, foolish: so am I.
Then why should I sit in the scorner’s seat,
or hurl the cynic’s ban?
Let me live in my house by the side of the road
And be a friend of man.”
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32 Dell Lane (optional)
Jack Varney (122 Sunnyside reference) also built this small house at 32 Dell Lane.
That house was originally at the back end of the 122 Sunnyside property and
Varney built the small house for either his mother or his mother‐in‐law. Later it was
subdivided and sold as a separate property.
TRIVIA: There was a dairy farm behind 32 Dell Lane.

Stop 12: Under the big oak tree in front of 132 Sunnyside
ABOUT Carmelita Avenue
We are now leaving the American Mill Valley of the early 1900s and moving back in
time to Spanish/Mexican California in the 1800s. In 1834, all this land, eastward
from here all the way to the tip of Tiburon Peninsula and up to Larkspur, was a land
grant given by the Mexican Governor, to John Reed. John Reed had recently married
Hilaria, the daughter of Antonio Sanchez, the commandant of the SF Presidio.
Reed died in 1843 at age 38. He either became ill or fell from a horse and the
neighbors performed phlebotomy (bleeding), which killed him. His widow married
her cousin, Bernardino Garcia, and they lived in the Reed adobe home, located in
the area that is now La Goma at Locke Lane. The product of that second marriage
was Carmelita.
The name Carmelita reminds us of Mexico’s role in Mill Valley’s history. The name
evokes images of multilayered skirts for women, large spurs for Mexican cowboys
and soldiers, and warm hospitality that included lodging and food for travelers.
These features typified life in this area when it was still part of Mexico and not yet
part of the United States.
Carmelita inherited her mother’s good looks. She married an American, Hugh A.
Boyle, and continued to live in the adobe house, where they had their first child.
When Hilaria died, Carmelita inherited 325 acres of John Reed’s property, which
included the land we’ll soon be standing on, as well as the neighborhoods
incorporating Park School, Boyle Park, and some (or all) of the golf course up to the
ridge where Vista Linda and Sarah Drive are located.
TRIVIA: John Reed first met his future wife, Hiliaria, when she was just 13 years old
and living with her large family in the Presidio. Back then she was known as “The pet
of the Presidio.”
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Stop 13: Right on Carmelita to Crown Road
Thalia, Euterpe and Crown Court
Thalia and Euterpe Streets take their names from Greek Mythology.
Thalia is the muse of comedy and idyllic poetry.
Euterpe is the muse of music and lyric poetry.
A third street between Thalia and Euterpe, (the one we are now standing on)
was called Melpomene, named after the muse of tragedy.
Not surprisingly, in 1930, Melpomene St. was renamed Crown Court.

Stop 14: Left on Euterpe. Gravel shoulder across from 16 Euterpe
15 Euterpe (optional)
General Vallejo’s granddaughter, Alma, lived in house here. She was married to
Robert McLennan, who was a cartoonist at the Mill Valley Record. Both husband and
wife have been deceased for over 30 years.
16 Euterpe/ 17 Thalia
Larry and Norma Egger lived here for 26 years. They had moved to Mill Valley in
1921. In 1928 after 7 years in real estate, Mr. Egger opened a nursery. The garden at
their home was beautifully landscaped‐ both he and his wife were very artistic.
Note that on the corner of the property at Thalia and Euterpe there is a large
Oregon Spruce. Strange as it may seem, the top of the tree is seriously deformed
The explanation is as follows: In 1930, Eggers nursery received a shipment in
which one of the trees had had its top broken off during shipment. Mr. Egger
brought it home and grafted a branch onto the top.
In 1934, the house partially burned. During reconstruction, the family lived in a
cottage at Stinson Beach. Every day, Mr. Egger brought their sons, Donald and
James, over the hill to school in Mill Valley.
TRIVIA: At one time Stinson Beach was known as Willow Camp.
In 1952, their son Jim took over the business renamed it Egger & Son Nurseries,
with stores in Mill Valley and Kentfield. The business was later acquired by Sloat
Nurseries, which has 2 stores in Mill Valley, 3 more in Marin and several others in
the bay area. But the Egger name did not disappear. The shopping center near the
corner of Miller and La Goma is called Egger Plaza.
Ruth and George Gustafson later owned the house. Ruth was very civic minded
and became chairman of the Planning Commission in 1959.
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George, affectionately known as Gus, was an athletic instructor at Tam High. He was
also required to teach algebra, and was able to keep one step ahead of the class only
because Mrs. Muriel McCrum was tutoring him.
In 1978, George Gustafson, who had retired after 37 years of active coaching,
received the California Coaches Association Hall of Fame Award. The Tam High
gymnasium is called Gus Gym
**Point out deformed spruce tree when walking toward stop 15
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Stop 15: Turn left onto Thalia and proceed across the footbridge in
Boyle Park. Veer left on the grass and view Cypress Knoll

Photo taken from approximate area of Reed’s adobe (Locke Lane and LaGoma), looking back
towards Hugh Boyle’s Cypress Knoll (1913).

Before Mill Valley became a town, Carmelita and her husband, Hugh Boyle, moved to
Cypress Knoll, on Manor Terrace, in 1871. (Reminder that Carmelita is the daughter
of John Reed’s widow, Hilaria, and her second husband Bernardino Garcia).
There they built this large white house, possibly the oldest house in Mill Valley
today. They called it Cypress Knoll, after the Cypress trees there. Hugh and Carmelita
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ran a dairy ranch and from their home they could look down at the cattle grazing on
their property (where Park School stands today).
Hugh and Carmelita’s first child, Sarah, died at age 33, (a street was named after
her) and their second child, Hugh Alan Boyle, was twice married and had five
children.
A street on the east side of Boyle Park is named after Hugh Alan’s son, Sidney, who
later lived in Stinson Beach in a beach house built on piers (which survived severe
storms in the 1980s).
BONES IN THE BASEMENT: A few years ago, while the owners (no longer the
Boyles) were doing some reconstruction on the Boyle house at Manor Terrace,
workmen uncovered three bodies.
Two were white males in wooden caskets. One of these men was buried in a silk
lined coat. His age was estimated to be late 30s or early 40s. His height was
between 5’8” and 5’10.” He was buried under a post and pier used in the
construction the house, which would make the date his interment prior to 1871,
when the house was constructed.
Immediately, people began to speculate that this could be the body John Thomas
Reed, Hilaria’s first husband – recipient of the Rancho Corte Madera del Presidio
land grant. It was hoped that a DNA analysis would solve the problem. A female
descendant of the Reeds contacted the coroner’s office and said she could provide
her DNA for verification, but unfortunately what was needed was a male
descendant who carried the same Y chromosome, and there were no surviving male
relatives. Therefore, the identity of the body remains unknown.
The third skeleton was a Native American, buried earlier than the others.

Development of Boyle Park
Carmelita was paralyzed in a train derailment near Mill Valley in 1899 and moved to
San Francisco to be closer to medical care. Then, as the fates would have it, she
suffered further injuries in the 1906 earthquake and died one month later.
Shortly before her death in 1906, Carmelita Garcia Boyle donated to Mill Valley the
choicest two acres of the 325 acres she received from the Reed Estate.
This donation of land was specified for the creation of a public park. In order to
increase the size the park, the city purchased an additional six acres from the Boyles
in 1908. Later on, forty lots were purchased in 1930, one in 1933 and portions of
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two lots in 1937.
In 1962, Carmelita Boyle Silberberg wrote, “Boyle Park preserves for the people of
Mill Valley an indication of beauty of the land granted to a citizen by the Mexican
government as long ago as 1834. It perpetuates the name of the branch of the family
which appreciated the land’s great oaks and meandering streams.”

Stop 16: Retrace your steps back across the Warner Creek
footbridge to 1st baseline of minor league field
Note the foundations of the old footbridge across the creek. The name of the
creek is Warner Creek and it originates in Warner Canyon (which starts up behind
the Golf Course) and feeds into Arroyo Corte Madera del Presidio Creek, near
Sycamore Park. Warner Creek is named after Dr. Alexander Warner who summered
in the canyon from 1885 (owned 205 acres).
Flagpole at Boyle Baseball Field:
On October 4, 1954, the flagpole was dedicated to Art Fontes, a 1939 graduate of
Tamalpais High School and an outstanding all‐round athlete.
Art lived with his parents and sister Jacqueline at 27 Montford at the corner of Ethel
in Homestead Valley. While at Tam High, Art excelled in football. Art was given all‐
league mention as an end. In Art’s last game (before graduation) he played with a
broken wrist in a cast.
Art’s athletic abilities were not limited to football. Art was captain of the baseball
team. He held the all‐time high school record for the highest batting average in the
North Bay league, 0.765, in the 1939 season. (This score means that almost every
time he went to bat he got a hit). In fact, Art’s baseball record was so outstanding
that he received an offer to play professional baseball for the Brooklyn Dodgers.
Art had to turn down the offer, because his mother felt he was not old enough.
Art Fontes later joined the navy. As part of his service, he was stationed in the
Marianas in the mid‐Pacific for 22 months.
Art served as an aviation metal smith. It was on a routine training flight that he lost
his life. Art Fontes was 24 years old when he died in 1945.
Art Fontes was one of just a few Mill Valley servicemen who died in WW2.
TRIVIA: More local men died in WW1 than WW2.
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Boyle Park Baseball Field

Baseball games between Bay Area teams started at Boyle Park sometime
between 1908 and 1910. The city signed a contract with Bass Heuter Paint
Company of San Francisco, whose team played every other Sunday from August
7 to October 31, 1910.
Bass Heuter, owner of Bass Heuter Paint Company, was a Mill Valley local who
owned a large home on Heuters Lane, near Molino Ave.
From 1910 to 1920, members of these early teams included Ralston White, Tommy
Bickerstaff, Hugh Cavalli and Rudy Kaufman. Baseball was very popular until World
War 2.
Local merchants sponsored the teams that played at Boyle Park. Uniforms and
equipment were paid for by sponsors, but players were not paid. The MV baseball
team was called the MERCHANTS. Coins from passing the hat during the 7th inning
stretch helped pay expenses. The baseball field was small and extremely rough.
There was neither sod nor fine infield dirt.
Certain center fielders including Ed Reichmuth stood on Buena Vista Ave. and
sometimes on the hill across the street when a heavy hitter was at bat. A ball hit over
one part of the right field fence was a ground rule double.
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During the 1920s and 1930s, the baseball field was also used by the American
Legion Jr. Team (limited to boys under 17 years of age). Their best performance was
in 1929 when the team reached the National Semifinals in Colorado Springs,
Colorado.
During this same period many Mill Valley men were playing “semipro baseball.
These included Sid Boyle, Clay Budar, Lou Locati, Red Taylor, Ed Ashoff and Tom
Tawns.
During the 1930s and 1940s, Mill Valley had four pitchers in the Pacific Coast
League, and one in the Major League. Ed Stutz and Bob Jensen played for the San
Francisco Seals, Tony Freitas for the Sacramento Senators, and Art Schallock for the
Hollywood Stars as well as for the New York Yankees.
In the late 1950s, semipro play was moved to what is now Bay Front Park and Mill
Valley Middle School. Boyle Park was converted to two Little League parks. The old
grandstand was torn down, fill was added, and new dugouts and stands were built.
The area was enlarged by moving home plate back from where it had been when
positioned for the semi‐pro.
Little League Baseball: How 1 local girl challenged a male dominated sport.

In 1973, Jenny Fulle changed the future of Little League, becoming the first girl to
officially play in an exclusively male‐dominated sport after winning a
groundbreaking lawsuit. Fulle went before the Parks and Recreation commissioner
Ed Addeo and asked for permission to play on a Mill Valley Little League team.
Addeo thought “why not?” and the Parks and Recreation Commission voted 4 to 3 in
her favor. But the Little League of America, Inc. headquartered in Williamsport,
Penn., told Mill Valley it would lose its franchise if it let a girl play.
Mill Valley then acceded to the Little League’s ruling. This ruling attracted public
attention. A NOW rep named Lee Hunt read about it in a newspaper at a Fairfax
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coffee shop and brought it to the attention of Fred Hurvich, an ACLU (American Civil
Liberties Union) pro bono lawyer. Hunt and Hurvich met with Jenny's single Mom,
who didn't want to sue, but Jenny insisted.
The ACLU brought suit in Superior Court and the presiding Judge was Henry
Broderick. In defense of their stance, Little League brought in psychiatrists and
orthopedists and other “experts” who testified to the psychiatric and physical
trauma that a girl would undergo playing Little League baseball. During the long
trial Jenny wrote a letter to President Richard Nixon, which made national headlines.
She also gained the support of both the Marin Chapter of the National Organization
of Women and the American Civil Liberties Union.
When Judge Broderick made his decision, history was made. He said to the Little
League rep from Williamsport, Penn., "This little girl will play baseball in Mill Valley
or I will shut down Little League across the entire country!" The U. S. Congress then
re‐wrote the Little League charter to state “…a league for boys and girls…”
About 10 years ago, Jenny came back to Mill Valley to speak at the MVLL opening day
ceremonies. Jenny Fulle is now a high‐ranking executive with the Sony Corporation.
Today more than 600 boys and girls between the ages of 6 and 13 sign up to play
Little League in Mill Valley.
TRIVIA: Lee Hunt, the NOW rep who brought Jenny’s case to the attention of the
ACLU was so inspired by the case she went to law school, practiced locally, and
many years later was named the Marin County Lawyer of the year.

Stop 17: Walk to Redwood Grove
“Nook” Armager Memorial Grove
Leslie Armager was known as “Nook” in
Mill Valley. This redwood grove honors his
service as our town’s fireman ‐ he was
Fire Chief from 1942 to1969 (27 years).
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The Armager family arrived in Mill Valley from Kentucky early in the20th
century. “Nook” was born in a house on East Blithedale in 1909.
Two childhood experiences would have a major influence on his life:
1) When Nook was just 12 years old, he and two chums, Edward Bettencourt
and John Silva, showed themselves equal to an emergency when they
extinguished a grass fire at Alto Ranch that was assuming big proportions.
2) When Nook was 13 years old, he and his friend, Charles Huntoon, decided to
swim across the upper end of Richardson Bay near Alto. After Nook reached
the opposite shore, Charles called out, obviously in distress. Nook swam out to
him and began to tow him to shore. But the weight of the stricken boy proved
too much for the rescuer. Despite Nook’s heroic efforts, his companion
drowned.
As a fireman and fire chief Nook had many interesting experiences. Nook
jokingly described the challenges of his job as rescuing children who had locked
themselves in the bathroom, extracting a cat caught in the wires under a
dishwasher and counseling boys caught playing with matches. Actually, there
were many fires to fight. The most destructive fire being in June 1963 when
Jolly King Market on Miller burned to the ground.

Stop 18: Walk down Thalia, turn right at Carmelita, left at
Sunnyside, right on to Dell Lane, and walk to the end of Dell Lane
Chateau Arnoux/319 Oakdale
Camille A. Solon and his wife Sylvia built this home with its turret‐style entryway in
the1920s.
There is a set of steps next to the entryway that cross up to Circle Avenue; the steps
are still in use today.
The Solons were both artists, and Sylvia served as organist for the old Mount Carmel
Church. For 15 years Camille worked for newspaper magnet William Randolph
Hearst as director and designer for the murals and other artwork at Hearst’s San
Simeon estate La Cuesta Encantada (The Enchanted Hill), also known as Hearst
Castle. He was also the muralist for the Golden Gate Exposition on Treasure Island
from 1939‐40.
Camille had originally come to San Francisco in 1914, where he joined his brother
Albert. Together they designed pottery in the Arts & Crafts style of the period, which
was then made by tuberculosis patients at the Arequipa Sanitarium in Fairfax.
TRIVIA: Tony Brabo Stamp. Notice the cement stamp on the sidewalk. Tony Brabo
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was a local builder. He died in 2011 at 99 years old. Tony and his wife were married
for 83 years, a Marin County record! The Marin Board of Supervisors honored the
Brambo’s extraordinarily long marriage in 2011, before Brambo’s death.

Stop 19: Cross the street to 97 Buena Vista
97 Buena Vista‐ Guides have permission to walk down driveway to view
barn/carriage house and cobblestones
This is one the oldest homes on the tour.
The Paul Wichrowsky family who moved into it in 1902. There is a small
barn/carriage house in the back that dates to the late 1800s. The front part of the
house was originally a railroad car. The cobblestones were the ballast from an old
ship.
The Wichrowsky’s son, Raymond Wichrowsky, owned and operated a taxi service
in Mill Valley for many years until sometime in the 1940s.
The current family bought the house for $5000 in 1943.
92 Buena Vista
The owner, Mr. Dux (pronounced Dukes), was a partner with his brother‐in‐law,
Ralph Tieman, in the Tamalpais Hardware Store.
Among other things, Mr. Dux used to personally deliver ice for iceboxes. The ice
was in 25‐pound blocks and sold for 1¢ per pound, and no delivery charge. For 25¢,
Mr. Dux would drive to your house, climb your stairs, and put the ice in you ice‐box,
which was generally on the back porch.
So while that seems like a two‐bit operation, it is impossible to find that sort
service today.
Look to 79 Buena Vista: Note old street sign “Buena Vista” on house

Stop 20: Cross street to front of 76 Buena Vista
75 Buena Vista

The original weekend cottage on this property was built on the back of the lot facing
Oakdale. It was built in 1905 for the William Muller family. After the 1906
earthquake and fire, the Muller family moved from San Francisco to Mill Valley.
In 1915, Muller and is wife, Bessie, had a booth for the Pencola Company at the
Panama Pacific Exposition. Pencola was a European company that was introducing
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the first Eversharp pencil to the United States. Mr. Muller also worked for the
Commercial Insurance Company in San Francisco, and he served on the Mill Valley
Planning Commission.
Peter and Vivian Rhodes rented 75 Buena Vista from William Muller from circa 1948
to 1953. The Rhodes son, Philip, who currently lives at 63 Buena Vista says, “This
was the first house I (Philip Rhodes) lived in after I was born. According to my father
it was said to be a rat haven due to all the dead space in the interior walls.

Stop 21: In front of 70 Buena Vista
67 Buena Vista
This address was a vacant lot in early photos.
Only two families have owned this house in its 105 years.
A small three‐bedroom cottage was built here for Albert and Florence Louden in
1911. Albert and his wife Florence raised their children here and remained here all
their lives. Al Louden was much loved in the neighborhood and owned Marin
Hardware in Sausalito. As you can see, extensive remodeling has been done to the
original cottage.
Florence Louden’s father was Bill Thomas, the superintendent and master
mechanic of the Crookedest Railroad in the World, here in Mill Valley. He had
much to do with the planning and design of the gravity cars.
Bill Thomas’s brother, Chester Thomas, was the only fatality incurred by the
railroad during its 34 years operation. He was a train engineer and his engine
turned over while coming down the mountain. Some people said that the he cause
of the accident was grease on the tracks. After the accident, the railroad
discontinued the use of grease for lubricating train wheel flanges on curves and,
instead, used tiny sprays of water to reduce friction. It is unclear if “grease on the
tracks” was the cause.

Stop 22: In front of 60 Buena Vista
63 Buena Vista
This house was built in 1906 and was owned by the Horace Dorsey family.
This house is a good example of an open porch that has been closed in. This was
done very often on this street, as well as in other parts of town. The porches may
have been originally made open‐air because the builders came from the East and
Midwest and grew up with such porches, which were enjoyed in the days before air‐
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conditioning in those parts the country. However, local residents soon found they
didn’t need open porches since in the summer Mill Valley has built‐ in air‐
conditioning. We call it fog! So many of the porches were closed in.
At one point, Mr. Dorsey was the cashier for the City of Mill Valley. Mrs. Dorsey was a
concert pianist but had to give up her career after breaking one of her fingers.
The property went into foreclosure in 1936 and was purchased by Stella and Sydney
Rhodes for $5,000. The house has been continuously occupied by the four
generations of the Rhodes family ever since.

Stop 23: At corner of Hill and Buena Vista

(Mr. A. L. Leif ‐ Agent for Lyon & Hoag c. 1902)

Mr Leif is standing on Hill St. looking up to Buena Vista and Oakdale. Note 59
Buena Vista in upper right corner. Sign on property says “Lyon & Hoag $300”.
59 Buena Vista may be the oldest house built by Lyon & Hoag. Contractors working
on the current remodel found newspapers dating from 1898 in the wall.
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Photo c 1908

Stop 24: In front of 46 Buena Vista
45 and 49 Buena Vista
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41 Buena Vista
Mr. & Mrs. Walter Perkins built this house in 1909. Perkins reportedly owned a
hardware store in San Francisco and was member of the Board of Directors of the
Mill Valley Golf Club. The house preserves many of the design details that have been
lost in other homes of the same period in San Francisco.

Stop 25:
34 Buena Vista (Convent house with statue in front)
This convent was built for the nuns who taught at the Catholic school belonging to the
Our Lady of Mount Carmel parish in 1955. The convent building, which still belongs
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel, has been leased over time to sisters who taught at
Dominican College. It is currently leased to sisters who teach at Marin Catholic High
School (a different order than the Dominican sisters who teach at Dominican
University.
Prior to the convent, Frank A. Meyer and his daughters, Hertha and Emma, owned
this property. The Meyers were summer residents until the 1906 earthquake and
fire. At that time, they bought three lots on Buena Vista and moved to Mill Valley as
permanent residents. They first built a small cottage and later a shingled home.
For many years, the former Meyer home was leased to the Provines family.
William Provines Sr. was a steam locomotive engineer, likely for the
Northwestern Pacific Railroad. His son, Bill Provines , worked on the Mt.
Tamalpais RR during the late 1920s and was the last known surviving employee
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of the mountain railroad.
He also was one the “stars” of Chris Chater’s movie “Steaming Up Mount
Tamalpais”.
There was once a lovely orchard adjoining the house.
TRIVIA: Note the Louis Lambretti stamp in the concrete. Louis Lambretti was born
in Italy and lived in Mill Valley for 55 years, dying at 81 years old in 1960. He lived at
275 East Blithedale, right here at Carmelita.
35 Buena Vista (optional)
This house was originally a brick and shingle home, built for Effie Thacker in the late
1920s. It was called the “Rose Cottage”. At one point, Effie worked at Prichard’s
Store, which sold dry goods and other general merchandise (located where El Marin
Florist stood). Later she operated her own store, a ladies ready‐to‐wear called The
Belle.
Neighbors remembered Effie’s “friendship” with Mrs. Prichard as being close. The
two women visited each other most evenings and would walk half way home to
each other’s houses, go back and forth, and finally say good bye. (The Prichard
house is near Sunnyside and Carmelita).
25 Buena Vista
The house was built in the early 1900s for Dr. and Mrs. Julius Heino.
After graduating from the College Physicians and Surgeons in San Francisco, Dr.
Heinous one of the first men to secure a dentist’s license in California. He came to
Mill Valley in 1904 and maintained an office in an upstairs space at the corner
Throckmorton and Miller Avenues. He also had an office in San Francisco. He
practiced dentistry for 59 years, into his 80s.
Dr. Heino was considered to be a town character. In the 1930s, he could be seen
walking around town with his many dogs and a bottle wine.

Stop 26:

Greenwood School
In 1955 this was the Mt Carmel perish school until it was closed in 1983.
(Before Mt Carmel was rebuilt in 1968 the church was located where the
playground and parking lot are now.)
Greenwood School, or what turned in to Greenwood School, opened in 1996 at Peter
and Mimi Buckley’s estate off of Summit Avenue. (Fern Canyon Rd)
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They started their school to educate their three children. When the school was
shutdown for operating without Mill Valley permission, the school moved into the
vacant Mt. Carmel School building.
Our Lady Mt. Carmel Catholic Church
The first Catholic service held in Mill Valley was celebrated in the home of James
Alden Thompson on Molino Avenue. Later, they were held at Mill Valley Grammar
School (Summit School). Then, the Tamalpais Land & Water Company (TL&W)
gave the mission a site at the rear of the school on Summit Avenue. A simple
wooden building, measuring 33’ X 65’, was built on the TL&W‐gifted land, and in
1900, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel became an independent church.
The location was hard to get to, and as time went on, the church became
inadequate. A site was purchased on the corner of Buena Vista and West
Blithedale and a new church was built in 1916. The church and adjoining pastor’s
residence were dedicated in 1917.
The church entrance faced Buena Vista and the parish house faced the Outdoor Art
Club. In 1956, the church and two adjoining homes (the Dr.Luttrell and Charles
Huntoon homes) were razed. For the next twelve years, services were conducted in
Mt. Carmel school auditorium while the new church was completed.
Architect Fred T. Houweling, of San Mateo, designed this church. Houweling’s work
included the building and all its furnishings. The cost for the project was
approximately $320,000.
Three hundred fifty worshippers can be seated on pews crafted by Trappist
monks at a monastery in Oregon. The spire the twelve‐sided church rises 143 feet
and can be seen for miles by those approaching Mill Valley.
The first service held in the new hurch was on March 31, 1968. Dedication
ceremonies were conducted on May 12th that year. The ceremony included a
blessing by Archbishop Joseph T. McGucken. The pastor Father John J. O’Brien and
the assistant pastor Father Francis Scanlon conducted a mass.
Trivia: Before the church was built it was necessary for the Gardner heirs to deed
property to the church. The church then deeded property to the city to allow for the
rerouting of Oakdale. A stipulation in that deed provides that if lanes or
thoroughfares in the Gardner tract are closed the property will revert to the Gardner
heirs.
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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
This concludes our 39th Annual Walk into History. We hope you enjoyed
learning about the history of Mill Valley and look forward to seeing you next
year. Please contact the Mill Valley Library History room if you’d like a copy of
this guidebook. Please return to the Outdoor Art Club to enjoy some
refreshments.
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